
 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the 

Enfield Learning Disability 

Partnership Board 
 

 

         
 

This Meeting’s Big Issue Was 
 

  

  

Preparing 
for Winter 
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Present - People Who Were 
There 

Vicky Main Chair – Head of Enfield Integrated Learning Disability Services 

Faye Medcalf Autism and Learning Disability Representative (Co-chair) 

Bernadette Reigar Parent Carer/ (CAPE)  

Jane Richards Carer2Carer network 

Sarah McLean SEND Project Manager  

Sarah Davies One-to-One 

Shirley-Anne Wheeler Equals Employment 

Trevor Uys Team Manager Assessment and Care Management 

Wendy Berry Family Carers Champion - Parent Carer/ CAPE 

Claire Fisher Healthwatch Enfield 

Matt Casey LBE Service Manager, Strategy and Service Development 

Sue Wilkinson Advocacy Support 

Cllr Clare DeSilva Councillor 

Rupa Gone Head of Psychology, Integrated learning Disability Service.  

Surojit Walawalker 
(Wally) 

Family Carers Champion - Parent Carer/ CAPE Chair   

Barbara Korszniak Head of Continuing Health Care, Enfield Directorate 

NHS North Central London Clinical Commissioning Group  

Chris O’Donnell Person Centred Planning Coordinator -Facilitator  

Ineta Miskinyte Service Development Manager 

Sonay Onbonon Mencap 

Elizabeth Taoushanis Autism and Learning Disability Representative (PM session) 

Richard Armstrong Autism and Learning Disability Representative (PM Session) 

Naomi Gilder Autism and Learning Disability Representative (PM Session) 

Liz Griffiths Autism and Learning Disability Representative (PM Session) 

Mark Tickner (Guest) Senior Public Health Strategist 
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Apologies – 

People who could not be there 

Cllr Anne Brown Councillor 

Cllr Vicky Pite Councillor 

Lesley Walls Specialist Participant – Voluntary Sector 

Maxine Slapper Therapies Service Manager  

Kellie Scott Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Louise Collins Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Sarah Pope Safeguarding Adults Lead Nurse, North Middlesex University 
Hospital 

Nuray Kumbarji Carers Ambassador 

Anne Mount North Central London CCG, Continuing Health Care 

Linda Farquharson Epilepsy Specialist Nurse, Integrated Learning Disability 
Service 

Victor Chanaryn Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Nusrath Jaku One-to-One (representing Lesley Walls) 

Priscilla Surfraz Service Manager, Community Nurses 

Sheila Barry Specialist Participant 

Danny Newland Carers Centre 

Pamela Burke Chief Executive, Enfield Carers Centre 

Tamara McNamara  Acute Liaison Nurse, Barnet and Chase farm Hospital 

Arthur Georgiou  Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Jay Bansal Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Margaret Denney Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Angela Graves Enfield Connections 

Stephen Young Peer Advocate, Formont User Forum 
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Chris explained there will be a separate meeting 
for some Learning Disability and Autism 
Representatives this afternoon.  

 

This helps avoid having too many people at any 
one online meeting. 

 

Chris went though some ground rules about how 
online meetings work.  

 

Mark then gave this presentation  
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The Board had this discussion about the presentation 

 

Some members asked about having the flu vaccine by 

nasal spray 

 

Mark explained this does not work as well as the 

injection 

 

For people 50 and over it does not work well at all 

 

Reasonable adjustments should be used to help 

people who are scared of needles have the injection 

 

For example, having a quiet space 
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ILDS Community Nurses and Psychologists can help 

with this 

 

Some people who have ‘phobias’ or complex 

behaviour still might not be able to have an injection 

 

Then it is important to assess the risks and think abut a 

nasal spray 

 

Action – Chris will send the NHS flu leaflet with these 

minutes.  

 

Mark said the new Coronavirus vaccines look like they 

will work well 

 

It will probably start to be offered to vulnerable people in 

December 
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People in care homes and staff will be top priority 

 

This is a ‘2 stage’ vaccine 

That means people will get one injection, and then go 

back 3 to 4 weeks later for a second injection 

 

Mark also said that this is a new vaccine, so it could be 

some time before a spray is available 

 

Rupa said Psychologists could help people feel better 

about having injections. 

Having ‘exposure’ so people can get used to needles 

can help some people 

 

Wendy said ILDS need to make sure people funded 

through Continuing Health Care (CHC) are included in 

any information, advice and support offered 

Action – Vicky will have a conversation with Matt and 

Barbara to make sure everyone gets the information, 

advice and support they need.  

 

Barbara told the group that information on Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) had been sent out to 

people funded through CHC 

X 
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Jane asked if people who have had a positive antibody 

test are safe to have the vaccine 

Mark said this was a part of the study and it is safe 

 

Vicky asked Mark to explain the ’90-day rule’ 

Mark said people who test positive for coronavirus are 

likely to keep testing positive for 90 days.  

This does not mean they can spread the virus 

 

Normally, people would not be tested again within 90 

days unless they ad symptoms 

However, people living in Care Homes are tested every 

week 

This means they might have many positive tests, even if 

they have no symptoms and are not contagious 

 

Mark also said the new ‘Saliva Tests’ are much better 

They are easier to do, and people can get results within 

an hour 

 

Carers asked if people can catch coronavirus twice 

Mark said it could be possible, but only a very small 

number of people seem to have caught it twice 
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Mark said the news about the vaccine and tests are very 

good.  

 

We need to focus on getting through this winter 

 

After that life should get much easier 

 

Mark and Matt then gave this presentation 
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Mark said people do spread the virus when visiting 

each other indoors 

 

Staff using PPE in the right way are safe 

 

Jane said that Barnet Hospital is getting very busy, and 
have stopped admissions for children 

 

Vicky said he have had no notification from the North 
Middlesex on anything similar 

 

Jane asked what is currently happening with ‘Shielding’  

Chris said a new set of letters have gone out 

They are not as strict as the first letters 

 

For example, people who are shielding can go out, but 
should avoid crowds and indoor spaces 

 

MyLife has an easy read summary of precautions for 
people who are vulnerable 
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Bernadette said she had been to ‘Scrutiny’ and Enfield 
seem on top of the situation with testing, care homes 
and day services 

 

For example, residential services can access weekly 
testing through a government portal 

However, Supported Living service are not covered by 
government guidelines 

 

Vicky reassured the group that supported living 
services are discussed in all planning meetings  

 

Enfield does have additional testing that is made 
available to supported living service, although not 
weekly 

Mark said Public Health are trying to get more tests to 
increase testing for supported housing 

 

Mark agreed this is not satisfactory, but is current 
government guidance 

 
There is a workshop with Public Health to look at how to 
apply the government guidelines to supported living 
this week.  

 

Wendy asked how the governments guidelines on 
‘Support Bubbles’ applies to people in supported living 

Mark said there are some inconsistencies, and these will 
be discussed at the workshop 

+ 
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Vicky said providers are responsible for their own risk 
assessments 

The council and public health can advise 

 

Action – Chris will circulate local guidelines for 
supported living with these minutes 

 

Bernadette said it was important staff working with 
‘clinically extremely vulnerable people’ were a priority 
for testing 

Mark agreed, but said testing is only one part of 
keeping safe 

 

Regular hand washing and good infection control in the 
best way to keep people safe 

 

Sonay said some families of people with Down’s 
Syndrome have received a letter about their risks, 
some have not 

 

Mark said these letters were sent from GP’s, so families 
should ask them first 
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Action – Chris will send the Down’s Syndrome Society 
information on coronavirus  

 

Some members asked how they could keep their 
families safe if they contracted coronavirus 

 

Mark said good infection control can stop people 
catching the virus, even if they live with people who have 
it 

 

Faye and Chris then gave this presentation 
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Some carers reprsentatves have experience of having 

and supporting people through coronavirus 

 

They found the process of using NHS 111, getting tests 

etc., quite difficult 

It can also cause a lot of anxiety 

 

They wondered how people with learning disabilities 

would manage, and if there was a guide 

 

Faye said some people have told her they ask too many 

questions 

Barbara has said that they need to ask a lot of questions 

to make sure people get the help they need 

 

The group were not sure what training NHS 111 call 

center staff have about people with learning disabilities 

 

Chris said he has had some feedback from a few 

people with learning disabilities who have used NHS 111 

and found it very helpful 
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NHS 111 have produced a video for people with 

learning disabilies on how to use their service 

This is available on MyLife 

Action – LDAC representatives will ask if someone from 

NHS 111 to attend a meeting 

 

Carers also asked if it might be helpfuk if people had a 

‘grab bag’ prepared in case they needed to go to 

hospital  

Chris said this was not in the national guidelines 

 

Action – Chris will get advice from the nursing team 

and update MyLife with a information on what to have in 

a ‘grab bag’ 

 

Wendy asked if MyLife could have other advice that 

isn’t in the national guidance, for example -  

• Take Vitamin D 

• Get a Digital Thermometer 

• Keep a good supply of Paracetamol 

 

              

 

 

Action – Chris will raise extra guidance at the health 

Subgroup 
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LDAC representatives asked if Enfield will be going into 

a ‘Tier’ on December 2nd 

Chris said this is likely (now confirmed as Tier 2) 

 

LDAC representatives talked about how their Day 

Services were working -  

 

• People like the weekly walks from Radiomarathon 

 

• Community Link have visited people at home and 

brought activities 

 

The Community Choir have also been rehearsing 

online 

 

People have also tried doing different things, for 

example; 

• Doing Art 

 

• Crosswords and puzzle books 
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• Crocheting blankets for a charity 

 

• Doing paintings for the neighbourhood kids 

 

Some people had staff help to set up Direct Debits, so 

they don’t have to go to pay points 

 

Richard was very excited about Enfield Town Football 

Club letting spectators in for their FA trophy match 

 

Some LDAC representatives have had video 

consultations with their GP, including annual health 

checks 

 

Some have been to the GP practice when they needed 

to, for example, for blood tests 

 

Some LDAC representatives have still been seeing their 

dentist 
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LDAC representatives said the public toilets in Enfield 

were closed (but RADAR keys are still working) 

 

LDAC representatives asked when St Andrew’s Court 

will be open 

 

Chris said that ILDS will be moving to the old library on 

the Hertford Road in the New Year, and the service will 

probably reopen there in the Spring 

 

Mark then gave this presentation  
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Members were aware of the much higher risk from 
coronavirus faced by people with learning 
disabilities form local information 

Vicky thanked Mark for ‘Takin up the cause’ of 
people with learning disabilities 

 

Mark said reducing health inequalities is a priority 
for Public health 
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Coronavirus has highlighted where these 
inequalities are worst – including people with 
learning disabilities 

 

Wally thanked Mark for his support 

Wally also said that the issues facing people with 
learning disabilities were not just ‘clinical’ 

There are practical problems as well, such as 

 

• Not cooperating with injections 

 

• Coping with ‘lockdown’ 

 

• Isolating services 

 

Carers asked Vicky if the ILDS had enough 
funding to manage these demands 

Vicky said this funding is agreed as needed 
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Bernadette said that even amongst people with 
learning disabilities, there are groups at especially 
high risk. For example,   

 

• People with Down’s Syndrome 

 

• Older people with learning disabilities 

 

• People with leaning disabilities and complex 
health problems 

 

Its important people and their carers have up to 
date information (see actions) 

 

Wendy said people in poverty are also at higher 
risk, and people with learning disabilities are more 
likely to be poor 

Work around things like care charging, that help 
reduce poverty, are also important 

 

Carers asked if people who are not spending their 
personal budget on staff could use some of the 
money on health equipment, for example -  
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Pulse Oximeters (£15) 

 

Digital Thermometer (£40) 

Trevor said this is being agreed on a case by case 
basis 

 

Jane asked if people could use unspent personal 
budgets on the Formont Pool 

Vicky said this would also need to be agreed on a 
case by case basis  

 

People should have a discussion with Duty on how 
they intend to spend some of their DP.   

This will make sure we are clear about spending for 
any audit in the future.   
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How the Partnership Board 
will take the Lead 

X 
There were no actions for the board at this meeting 

 

 

Current Financial Situation 

 See above 

 

Any Other Business 

 

The group asked for an update on St John of 
God’s services 

Vicky said St John of God have decided to 
withdraw all their services from Enfield.  

 

We are working with SJoG to try and extend their 
work in Vincent House until March 2021 
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The Brokerage Team are working with about 50 
people who will need a new service provider 

They will be using the ‘Dynamic Purchasing 
System’ to do this 

 

Easy Read letters have gone out to everyone 
involved 

 

Faye has said that people involved have told her 
they want to keep their individual staff 

Action – Ineta will discuss this with Iain Hart from 
Brokerage 
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Last Meeting Minutes 

 
Outcomes from May 2019 

Who Will do What Outcome 

Chris Check if One-to-One could be represented 
on the Day Service Working Group 

This working group 
is focused on 
building based day 
Services. 
However, useful 
learning will be 
shared with board 
members.  

LDAC 
Representatives 

Discuss One-to-One activities  At their next 
meeting 

Chris Confirm any plans to open the Formont pool This is in the Day 
Service Plan 

Cllr Brown will ask Fusion about –  

Plans to open Arnos Pool and Albany 
Leisure Centre  

Reasonable adjustments for people with 
learning disabilities who cannot book online 

Reasonable adjustments for people with 
disabilities to have changing facilities 

Leisure Centres 
are now in 
lockdown again, 
but Chris can 
discuss with 
Fusion when they 
reopen if this is still 
an issue 

Vicky Will ask the nursing team and update about 
the pneumonicocal vaccine for people with 
multiple disabilities.  

The list of people 
who should have 
the ‘Pneumonia 

https://www.photosymbols.com/products/minutes
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jab’ can be found 
here. 

Chris / Trevor Talk to the Day Services working group 
about a timescale for the Day Service plan.  

The Day Service 
Plan now has 
estimated 
timescales – with 
‘Phase 1’ 
reopening staring 
from 14th 
September, and 
‘Phase 2’ from 28th 
September. 

Chris Check with the CQC about Day Services 
supporting people with personal care when 
supporting them at home. 

Chris has asked 
for advice from 
CQC, and this will 
be used by the 
Day Service 
Working Group to 
support providers. 
Update at the next 
meeting 

Faye Check when the North Middlesex University 
Hospital Learning Disability Steering Group 
will restart. 

Update at next 
meeting 

Victoria will confirm if the ‘McGowan’ training is 
mandatory and who is required to attend. 

The Oliver 
McGowan 
Learning Disability 
Training for Health 
and Social care 
staff is mandatory.  

It is curranty being 
trailed in Greater 
Manchester and 
the West Midlands.  

Plans for the 
national rollout are 
not published yet. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/when-is-pneumococcal-vaccine-needed/
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Vicky will confirm plans for paying Voluntary and 
Community Sector grants.  

These grants have 
been paid.  

Some 
organisations have 
received funding 
directly from the 
council, rather than 
through the 
‘consortia’ leads, 
where this is 
appropriate.  

Work has started 
to look into 
extending the 
existing 5 grants.   

 

 

Summary of this meetings 
Actions 

Who Will do What By When 

Chris Will send the NHS flu leaflet  
with these 
minutes. 

Vicky 

Will have a conversation with Matt 
and Barbara to make sure everyone 
gets the information, advice and 
support they need. 

Feedback at nest 

meeting 

Chris 
Will circulate local guidelines for 
supported living  

With these 
minutes 

Chris 
Will send the Down’s Syndrome 
Society information on coronavirus 

With these 
minutes 

LDAC 
representatives 

Ask if someone from NHS 111 to 
attend a meeting 

Feedback at next 
meeting 
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Chris 

Get advice from the nursing team 
and update MyLife with a 
information on what to have in a 
‘grab bag’ 

 

Chris 

Raise extra guidance about 
coronavirus (Vitamin D, 
thermometers, keping supply of 
Paracetamol…) at the health Sub 
Group 

 

Ineta 

Discuss this with Iain Hart from 
Brokerage the possibility of people 
keeping current St John of God staff 
when the organisation leaves 
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The ‘Big Issues’ for our meeting on  

15th February, 2021 will be agreed nearer 
the time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings for 2021 

February 15th 

May 17th 

August 16th 

November 15th 

 

 


