
 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the 

Enfield Learning Disability 

Partnership Board 
 

 

         
 

This Meeting’s Big Issue Was 
 

  

  

Coronavirus 
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Present - People Who Were 
There 

Vicky Main Chair – Head of Enfield Integrated Learning Disability Services 

Faye Medcalf Autism and Learning Disability Representative (Co-chair) 

Sue Wilkinson Advocacy Support 

Trevor Uys Team Manager Assessment and Care Management 

Matt Casey LBE Service Manager, Strategy and Service Development 

Cllr Daniel Anderson Councillor 

Cllr Maria Alexandrou Councillor 

Sarah McLean SEND Project Manager  

Bernadette Reigar Parent Carer/ (CAPE)  

Priscilla Surfraz Service Manager, Community Nurses 

Jane Richards Carer2Carer network 

Pamela Burke Chief Executive, Enfield Carers Centre 

Rupa Gone Head of Psychology, Integrated learning Disability Service.  

Anne Mount Clinical Nurse Lead, Continuing Health Care 

Lesley Walls Specialist Participant – Voluntary Sector 

Surojit Walawalker 
(Wally) 

Family Carers Champion - Parent Carer/ CAPE Chair   

Sarah Davies One-to-One 

Fazilla Amide Healthwatch Enfield 

Liz Griffiths Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Shirley-Anne Wheeler Equals Employment 

Sarah Pope Safeguarding Adults Lead Nurse, North Middlesex University 
Hospital 

Nuray Kumbarji Carers Ambassador 

Anne Mount North Central London CCG, Continuing Health Care 

Linda Farquharson Epilepsy Specialist Nurse, Integrated Learning Disability 
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Service 

Barbara Korszniak Head of Continuing Health Care, Enfield Directorate 

NHS North Central London Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) 

Chris O’Donnell Person Centred Planning Coordinator -Facilitator  

 Guests 
Mark Tickner Senior Public Health Strategist - Health, Housing and Adult 

Social Care 
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Apologies – 

People who could not be 
there 

Richard Armstrong Co-Chair - Autism and Learning Disability 
Representative 

Kellie Scott Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Elizabeth Taoushanis Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Louise Collins Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Wendy Berry Family Carers Champion - Parent Carer/ CAPE 

Victor Chanaryn Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Nusrath Jaku One-to-One (representing Lesley Walls) 

Cllr Ahmed Oykener Councillor 

Sheila Barry Specialist Participant 

Bill Barry  Specialist Participant 

Danny Newland Carers Centre 

Tamara McNamara  Acute Liaison Nurse, Barnet and Chase farm 
Hospital 

Arthur Georgiou  Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Naomi Gilder Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Denise Baidoo  Acute Liaison Nurse, North Middlesex Hospital.  

Jay Bansal Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Margaret Denney Autism and Learning Disability Representative 

Angela Graves Enfield Connections 

Reeny Mariampillai Community Nurse/Acute Liaison Nurse NMUH 

Stephen Young Peer Advocate, Formont User Forum 
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 Vicky welcomed people to the meeting 

 

This is our first ever on-line meeting and Chris 
explained a bit about how it will work 

 

Chris then gave this presentation  
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Members were worried that people were not 

calling 999 because they were afraid of getting 

Covid-19 in hospital 

 

Sarah Pope told the board that there are ‘Clean 

Rooms’ at the North Middlesex Hospital, to make 

sure people who might have Covid-19 do not mix 

with people who do not. 

Other hospitals have similar systems in place.  
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Lesley asked how people are being supported to 

use the technology. 

Vicky said that training materials do go out with the 

tablets. 

 

These are new ways of working. We are all 

learning as we go.  

 

For Example, Psychaitrists are using 4 different 

platforms for meeting with patients.  

 

ILDS are sending weekly newsletter to over 160 

people who do not have access to the internet yet 

We are planning an issue about how to get 

technology of people want it 
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Jane said that if people needed mobile broadband 

to connect their devices this would be a disability 

related expense.  

 

Members said that some shops are no longer 

accepting cash and asked how people with 

learning disabilities were coping. 

No one has reported any problems yet. If they do 

they should contact ILDS for support if they need it 

 

 

Trevor said that some Day Services are still 

working, although very differently 

 

Each service will assess the risks for each of their 

clients. 



Page | 11 

 

 

Some people are still attending their centres 

(although much reduced and only if able keep 

distance between people). 

 

Some people are having visits from Day Centre 

staff to their home. 

 

Some people are getting regular phone calls. 

 

Some services are getting very creative. 

Bernadette was aware of one service that has 

offered sesions over ‘Zoom’. 
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Board members were very concerned about the 

focus on testing in care homes. 

 

Many people with learning disabilities live in their 

own homes, not in care homes.  

 

Many have underlying health conditions that 

make them vulnerable. 

 

Many supported living projects have communal 

spaces and shared entrances similar to care 

homes. 

 

Mark Tickner from Enfield Public Health confirmed 

that the Enfield testing ‘Roll Out’ has so far 

included 5 large Care Homes.  

 

Another 4 care homes have requested tests and 

they are on their way.  
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Mark is very aware of people in supported living.  

 

Mark said Government Guidance changed last 

week which has effectivly excluded some services 

for people with learning disabilities.  

 

Board members were concerned about testing for 

supporters 

 

People can spread the virus without having 

symptoms 

 

Family Carers thought anyone supporting very 

vulnerable people should be rested regularly, 

even if they have no symptoms 

 

Mark said current government guidelines are to 

test staff who have symptoms (and their family) 
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However, Government Guidance is changing 

every day, and likely to change again soon. 

 

Enfield is trying to buy ‘discretionary tests’ which 

whoud increase local roll out, including to these 

services. 

 

Mark said these are all ’swab tests’ that tell people 

if they have coronavirus now.  

 

Mark said that new ‘anti-body’ test may be 

available soon. This will tell people if they have had 

coronavirus in the past. 

 

This test is more complicated. People would need 

to go to hospital to give a blood sample.  

 

Mark said Public Health England will be publishing 

a report about vulnerable groups (including 

people with learning disabilities) by the end of the 

month 
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This would include how we shield people in the 

future 

 

 

 

Bernadette was concerned about some of the 

figures in the news. These don’t seem to be 

consistent. 
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Mark explained about one of the inconsistencies - 

The Office of National Statistics track total number 

of deaths 

 

Even when accounting for death where Covid-19 

was recorded on the death certficate, there was 

still a significant rise in excess deaths in April 

 
Public Health are still trying to understand what is 

causing this 

 

Bernadette was also worried about guidance to 

relax ‘Lockdown’ 

 

This could be a dangerous phase for very 

vulnerable people, especially if testing is not in 

place for them and their supporters.  

 

Vicky said that as guidance relaxes, ILDS are 

recomending most people with learning 

disabilities carry on as they were, with the higher 

precuations.  
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Sarah Pope said she was concerned that details of 

deaths of people with learning disabilities were not 

being released. 

Action – Vicky and Mark will discuss how to take 

this forward 

Action – Carers groups will consider writing to their 

MP to raise this issue on their behalf 

 

Note – The Learning Disability Mortality Review 

have now released numbers of deaths reported to 

the programme 

 

 

Their report does say these numbers are not 

complete or up to date 

They do not have breakdowns for age, underlying 

health conditions or regions 

 

Vicky said there are a higher proportion of care 

homes in Enfield recording people with 

symptoms than the national average.  

 

Mark said this figure varies a lot across the 

country.  

Enfield’s figures are consistent with similar areas 

like Barnet and Trafford 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/covid-19-deaths-of-patients-with-a-learning-disability-notified-to-leder/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/covid-19-deaths-of-patients-with-a-learning-disability-notified-to-leder/
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How the Partnership Board 
will take the Lead 

 

It is good that we have found a way to meet 
on line. 

 

It is not as good as in person for long 
meetings with lots of people. 

 

Some members found it difficult to be heard. 

 

Shorter, more frequent meetings might be 
better until we can meet again. 
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It could help to have different on-line 
platforms so more people can take part 

Action – Chris and Vicky will discuss options 
and let members know  

 

Jane asked about how we support people 
with anxiety issues going forward. 

Action – Rupa will look at what the 
psychology team could do. 
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Comments on the Work Plan 

 

We will talk about this at our next meeting 

 

Current Financial Situation 

 

We will talk about this at our next meeting 
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Any Other Business 

 

Members asked Mark about a vaccine 

 

Mark said this is likely some time away. 

 

There is no guarantee it will be suitable for 
everyone 

 

Physical distancing, with regular testing, will 
likely be the way forward to sometime yet.  

 

Members asked about the app they saw in the 
news. 

 

This is being tested at the moment, we will need to 
see how it works 
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Last Meeting Minutes 

 
Outcomes from February 2019 

Who Will do What Outcome 

Trevor 
Work with Housing to develop a ‘Pathway’ 
to make sure all available Council Flats are 
used 

Deferred 

Chris 
Put Bodium Close on the next Focus Group 
agenda. 

This was done 

Chris Update the housing options leaflet Deferred 

Chris 
Send out links to Housing Allocations 
Consultation so everyone can take part.  

Deferred 

Strategic Housing 
Board 

Find out how people with Learning 
Disabilities who are not eligible for services 
are supported with housing 

Deferred 

Strategic Housing 
Board 

Produce an Easy Read Guide to Housing 
Options 

Deferred 

Strategic Housing 
Board 

Look at how new builds (Like Meridian 
Water) could use assistive technology.  

Deferred 

Chris  
Make the next Big Issue ‘When Carers can 
no longer support me’ 

Deferred 

Chris Update the Board on Health Champions Deferred 

https://www.photosymbols.com/products/minutes
https://www.photosymbols.com/products/minutes
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Chris Update Housing priorities on the work plan Deferred 

Trevor 
Feedback on meeting about Freedom 
Passes 

Deferred 

Chris 
Circulate the report from the Health Watch 
Survey to the Board. 

Deferred 

 

 

Summary of this meetings 
Actions 

Who Will do What By When 

Vicky and Mark 
Discuss how to take the issue of 
nationa statistics on death of people 
with learning disabilities 

Update with 
these minutes 

Carers groups 
Consider writing to their MP to raise 
the issue national Learning Disability 
Death statistics on their behalf 

Update at next 
meeting 

Chris and Vicky 
Discussion about options for more 
frequent on-line meetings and let 
members know 

Update at next 
meeting 

Rupa 

Look at what the psychology team 
could offer people to support them 
with the anxiety issues raised by 
coronavirus 

Update at next 
meeting 
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The ‘Big Issues’ for our meeting on  

August 17th, 2020 will be…. 
 

Meetings for 2020 

August 17th 

November 16th  

 

 

 

What Happens when 
my Carer can no 

longer support me?  


